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court of a Pharaoh, king of Egypt, upon the appear-
ance of a comet or blazing star, and of which I shall
give an account in its place.

Nor was this anything extraordinary in those
times; it was natural to Satan's way of conversing
with mankind, who had frequently midnight thoughts
injected to them by a supernatural power, that is, by
the evil spirit, without their knowing by what hand
they were injected, and the Devil was able most
certainly to give the interpretation of those thoughts
which he had been the occasion of.

This whole affair, though remote in time, I give
this account of, to suggest from it the probable
method which Satan has taken from the beginning
to insinuate himself into mankind, and, as I said be-
fore, to begin the acquaintance, which, when once
begun, he took particular care to cultivate to all the
degrees of intimacy possible, so that in few years
such people have been as intimate with the Devil,
though perhaps not thoroughly knowing who it
was they conversed with, as they could desire to be.

By this method, he found opportunities, upon all
occasions, to bring men to converse freely and fully
with him; and as he often furnished them with
materials and subjects to amuse the rest of the
world with, he was always able to oblige them in
the utmost manner, seeing nothing could be more to
the satisfaction of such people than the raising their
reputation in their profession, and giving a sanction
or confirmation to their predictions.

I know it is doubted by many among the learned,
whether the Devil has himself any knowledge of
futurity, and whether he can predict or foretell
events, or anything future and to come; and this
very vision or apparition, supposing it to be true,
verifies the opinion, for he put the alternative
several times upon him, that so if he missed giving
a right interpretation in one thing, he might be sure